
 

 

Lumen Gentium, n. 29.   

At a lower level of the hierarchy are deacons, upon whom hands are imposed “not unto the 

priesthood, but unto a ministry of service.” (Constitutiones Ecclesiac aegyptiacae, III, 2: ed. 

Funk, Didascalia, II, p. 103. Statuta Eccl. Ant. 371: Mansi 3, 954.) For strengthened by 

sacramental grace, in communion with the bishop and his group of priests they serve in the 

diaconate of the liturgy, of the word, and of charity to the people of God. It is the duty of 

the deacon, according as it shall have been assigned to him by competent authority, to 

administer baptism solemnly, to be custodian and dispenser of the Eucharist, to assist at 

and bless marriages in the name of the Church, to bring Viaticum to the dying, to read the 

Sacred Scripture to the faithful, to instruct and exhort the people, to preside over the 

worship and prayer of the faithful, to administer sacramentals, to officiate at funeral and 

burial services. Dedicated to duties of charity and of administration, let deacons be mindful 

of the admonition of Blessed Polycarp: “Be merciful, diligent, walking according to the truth 

of the Lord, who became the servant of all.” (S. Polycarpus, Ad Phil. 5, 2: ed. Funk, I, p. 300: 

Christus dicitur . omnium diaconus factus .. Cfr. Didache, 15, 1: ib., p. 32. S.Ignatius M. Trall. 

2, 3: ib., p. 242. Constitutiones Apostolorum, 8, 28, 4: ed. Funk, Didascalia, I, p. 530.) 

 

Since these duties, so very necessary to the life of the Church, can be fulfilled only with 

difficulty in many regions in accordance with the discipline of the Latin Church as it exists 

today, the diaconate can in the future be restored as a proper and permanent rank of the 

hierarchy. It pertains to the competent territorial bodies of bishops, of one kind or another, 

with the approval of the Supreme Pontiff, to decide whether and where it is opportune for 

such deacons to be established for the care of souls. With the consent of the Roman Pontiff, 

this diaconate can, in the future, be conferred upon men of more mature age, even upon 

those living in the married state. It may also be conferred upon suitable young men, for 

whom the law of celibacy must remain intact. 
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